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 Welcome Guide 

 This document is a guide for newly joined MARC/WARG members welcoming you to the club. The 
 club’s of�icial name is the Meriden Amateur Radio Club Inc.; however in 2015 the club adopted 
 “Wallingford Amateur Radio Group” as a name to show synergy with the Town of Wallingford.  In 
 2023 the club �iled a Certi�icate of Trade Name with the Wallingford Town Clerk to formalize 
 doing business as (d/b/a) the Wallingford Amateur Radio Group. 

 Official Club Website 

 The club website (  www.w1nrg.com)  is frequently updated  with lots of current information and 
 resources for members and visitors alike. 

 Members are encouraged to request a login & password by registering here: 
 https://w1nrg.com/my-account/registration/ 

 Once registered you will have access to the Members only MARC Forum Resources where you 
 can read and contribute content.  Then, subscribe to Club Announcements at 
 https://w1nrg.com/library/subscribe/  .  Note - these are both Opt-in subscriptions that you are 
 strongly encouraged to partake in. 

 Club Repeater 

 MARC/WARG operates a 2 meter FM Yaesu Fusion capable repeater, W1NRG on a frequency of 
 147.360, +0.6 MHz, PL 162.2. Users should con�igure the PL on both TX & RX to avoid hearing 
 digital traf�ic on non-‘Fusion’ capable receivers. 

 The repeater is located on the water tank next to Gaylord Hospital in Wallingford and covers 
 greater central CT.   The repeater can also be accessed via “Echolink” node 624952. 

 Club members are encouraged to use the repeater.  Please consider carrying your handheld with 
 you whenever possible when you are out and about and putting your call sign out for a call  on 
 W1NRG/R. 
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 Club Nets 

 There are several club nets held weekly. The nets are chat nets or ragchew nets (except for 
 SKYWARN), as opposed to traf�ic nets, and open to all MARC/WARG members and licensed 
 amateur radio operators.  Technicians can operate on 6 and 10 meters SSB as well as 2 meters 
 and are welcome on all of these nets.  The club nets are: 

 ● 	SKYWARN	2	Meter	Net	
 Monday  7:00 pm  W1NRG/R 147.360 +0.6 PL162.2 
	Current	net	control:		Ed	–	W1YSM	

 ● 	MARC	6	Meter	Net	
 Monday  8:00 pm  50.175 MHz USB 
	Current	net	control:		Jim	-	N1ZN	

 ● 	MARC	2	Meter	Net	
 Tuesday  7:00 pm  W1NRG/R 147.360 +0.6 PL162.2 
	Current	net	control:	Mike	KC1MJZ	&	Shawn		KC1NQE	

 ● 	MARC	10	Meter	Net	
 Tuesday  8:00 pm  28.375 MHz USB 
	Current	net	control:	Varies	by	week	

 ● 	Just	Push	the	Button	2	Meter	Net	
 Wednesday  7:00 pm  W1NRG/R 147.360 +0.6 PL162.2 
	Current	net	control:	Steve	-	KC1QWH	

 ● 	Activity	Meeting/Tech	Net	
 4th Thursday  7:00 pm  On Zoom 
	Offering	many	interesting	topics	for	both	new	and	veteran	hams.	

 ● 	Coffee	Cup	2	Meter	Net	
 Saturday  9:00 am  W1NRG/R 147.360 +0.6 PL162.2 
	Current	Net	Control:	 	Ed	-	W1YSM.	

 ● 	Elmer’s	Shack	
 Sunday  7:30 pm  On Zoom 
	This	“Zoom	net”	is	an	opportunity	to	connect	with	Elmers	to	get	technical	tips	and	answers	to	
	questions.	  Meeting ID: 932 5667 9514 Passcode: 686029 

 Club Meetings, Grounds and Building (OEM) 

 Meetings 

 MARC/WARG holds two meetings each month. 

 Our monthly Business Meeting occurs on the second Thursday and an Activity/Tech Meeting is 
 held on the fourth Thursday. 
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 MARC/WARG of�icers hold of�ice for one year and are elected during the November Business 
 Meeting.  The Club awards two individual awards -  the Ham of the Year and the Elmer of the Year 
 - and members vote for their selection for each award during the November Business Meeting. 
 In December we host an annual Christmas Party and a Year in Review Meeting when award 
 winners  are announced and the club of�icers for the next year are introduced. 

 Business meetings start promptly at 7:00PM and are usually over by 8:00PM.  Prior to each 
 Business Meeting, the Community and Outreach Committee will send by email to all club 
 members a Business Meeting package that contains: 

 ●  minutes from the prior month’s business meeting, 
 ●  the meeting agenda, 
 ●  the Treasurer’s report, 
 ●  the Secretary’s report, 
 ●  the Station Manager’s report, and, 
 ●  any supplemental documents relevant to the meeting. 

 Business meetings are chaired by the President, or Vice-President in their absence, and the club 
 Secretary serves as Parliamentarian for the meeting. The Secretary veri�ies that a quorum is 
 present. 

 The focus of business meetings shall be the conducting of of�icial club business - that is, the 
 movement, discussion and voting of motions. 

 When club business has been concluded, the president will move to adjourn the meeting.  Upon 
 adjournment, the Zoom room will remain open until 9:00 pm for members wishing to stay on for 
 socializing, collaboration and discussion of non-business ham-radio related topics. 

 The OEM, MARC/WARG Club Headquarters 

 Every Saturday morning from 8:30 until noon we have a general open house for members and 
 visitors to gather and exchange ideas or operate any of the four operating positions in the Chris 
 Sievert Radio Room. 

 Saturday Open Houses are held at the Hope Hill Road Firehouse at 143 Hope Hill Road, 
 Wallingford, CT 06492. 

 On the second Saturday of each month, the club holds a VE license exam testing session starting 
 at 8:00 am.  On these Saturdays, the Open House starts later, between 9:30 and 10:00 am. 

 Parking at the Firehouse (OEM) 

 The �irehouse serves as the 	O	 f�ice of 	E	 mergency 	M	 anagement for the town of Wallingford. It is 
 used not only by MARC/WARG but also the Of�ice of Emergency Management, Fire Department, 
 the Medical Reserve Corp and the Health Department. 
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 When attending meetings or events at the OEM, parking is allowed next to the building and at 
 Moran Middle School which is next to the OEM. 	Do	not		park	in	front	of	the	garage	doors.	

 OEM House Keeping 

 The OEM is a building shared by several Wallingford Emergency Management organizations. 
 Members using the OEM should respect the cleanliness of the building. The club membership is a 
 tenant of this building and as such each member must keep the facility clean. Please don’t leave 
 coffee cups or water bottles behind.  Food and liquids are not allowed in the radio room.  All 
 food should be discarded or taken home.  At the end of each event, the kitchen and radio room 
 garbage must be put in the dumpster outside by the small wooden building. 

 If you bring things to share on Saturday please make sure to take them with you after the 
 session.  Nothing should be left behind.  If you wish to donate equipment, see the Station 
 Activities Manager. 

 OEM Access 

 Deputy Emergency Management Director for the town of Wallingford, Leonard H. Guercia Jr., 
 oversees the operation of the OEM. 

 Currently in 2025 all MARC club of�icers have access to the building and the radio room (shack). 
 CERT members also have access to the building. 

 Social Websites 

 Our 	Facebook	 group page located at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/205532110841133  is 
 an of�icial MARC/WARG place to �ind posts of club activity, contesting and general Amateur Radio 
 posts.  This is a Members only group and you are encouraged to Opt-In. 

 Club members are encouraged to frequently refer to the Facebook page to learn of upcoming 
 club events and are also encouraged to post ham-radio items of interest - such as projects they 
 are working on, on-air activations they are planning, contest participation, and on-air 
 achievements such as notable DX contacts made, etc. on our Facebook page.  Members are 
 discouraged from posting non-radio related items and from reposting general ham radio news 
 from other sources. 

 There is an unof�icial, less formal email re�lector on Groups .io.  https://groups.io/g/MeridenARC  , 
 used for club chit chat and informal conversations. 

 There is also a 	Discord	channel	 ,  with several topics for sharing pictures and information. 
	Discord	 also allows for text chat, video chat, and audio chat. Here is an invitation to the club's 
 Discord channel  https://discord.gg/9UDHgv7g 
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 EMCOMM/AuxCom 

 MARC is closely linked with the Wallingford CERT organization. The Hope Hill Road Firehouse is 
 home to both the Wallingford CERT and MARC/WARG. MARC/WARG has use of the facility for 
 our club meetings and radio events. MARC/WARG currently has a permanent radio shack room 
 whose primary use is EMCOMM and secondary use as the MARC ‘shack’ for contesting and 
 general communications by members. Folks with additional interest in EMCOMM are encouraged 
 to join the ARES Region 2, or take the CERT course and join the CERT team. 
 (  http://www.ctaresregion2.org/  )  The Wallingford Emergency  Coordinator is Eric (KB1JL) ARES. 
 Region 2 District Emergency Coordinator is Douglas (WA1SFH). 

 WARG (Wallingford Amateur Radio Group) provides staf�ing, logistics, and communications to the 
 town through CERT.   CERT has been activated to provide shelter for disaster victims at the OEM. 
 . We also receive training, and support the Wallingford Health Dept. in their emergency needs. 
 Emergency Management, CERT, and DPH work as a team.  We also work several public events 
 throughout the year, 5K races, bicycle races and town events such as parades and celebrations. 

 Chris Sievert Memorial Club Radio Station 

 The club radio room is named in memory of the long time beloved member Chris Sievert 
 WA1VXH (SK).   The MARC/WARG Station Activities Manager (SAM) is the 	Trustee	 of the 
	Memorial	Club	Callsign,		W1NRG	 and maintains the club’s  Chris Sievert Radio Room at the Hope 
 Hill Firehouse. 

 There are four operating positions available for use by club members and visitors.  The HF 
 phone station is served by a Yaesu FT-950 while the CW station uses a Yaesu FT991A.  Both have 
 access to multiple antennas to operate on all HF bands.  The 6 meter position utilizes another 
 Yaesu FT-991A connected to a beam antenna.  The fourth position is for 2 meters using a 
 Kenwood TM-V71.  Dunestar Bandpass �ilters and external tuners are installed at each position 
 as needed.  The SAM maintains an additional variety of equipment including additional 
 transceivers, tuners, �ilters, ampli�iers, antenna analyzers, and antennas. 

 Contesting 
 MARC is active with several contesting and amateur radio events during the year. Notably the 
 ARRL Field Day (last weekend in June), ARRL November Sweepstakes (CW and SSB), and The 
 ARRL 10 Meter QSO Party are some events the club typically works as a club. The SAM or a group 
 committee typically works up a list of volunteers that will operate shifts. Both SSB and CW modes 
 are supported and operated based on interest level.  Club members are urged to participate in 
 these events, typical schedule times vary by contest but a typical “shift” is for two hours. 
 Contesting as a club is a great way to learn DX’ing techniques. 

 Many members also belong to Ten-Ten International which sponsors 10 meter contesting events 
 during the year.  The Meriden Amateur Radio Club is the host of the Castle Craig Chapter of 
 Ten-Ten International. 
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 Several members participate in other notable on the air activities including POTA (Parks On The 
 Air), SOTA (Summits On The Air) and the 13 Colonies Special Event in July. 
 http://www.13colonies.us/ 

 Licensing testing and training 

 MARC/WARG holds  ARRL VEC VE Exam sessions for Amateur Radio licensing on the second 
 Saturday of each month at the OEM.   Jim, N1ZN coordinates all club VE Sessions. 

 In 2023 MARC/WARC initiated collaboration with the Town of Wallingford Adult Education 
 Program to offer a Technician License Class for the local community each fall.  The course runs 
 for ten weeks and is held on a weeknight at the OEM and is taught by a group of rotating club 
 members each week.  During the following spring semester, MARC/WARG offers an upgrade 
 license class for licensed Technicians who wish to earn their General Class license.  The format 
 for the General Class is the same as the Technician Class.  Both classes are advertised in the 
 Wallingford AE Continuing Ed �lier and website and on the ARRL License Class website. 

 For hams interested in learning CW we offer nightly CW classes on Zoom.  Contact Bob Biancur, 
 W1BGYZ to learn more. 

 MARC/WARG encourages all members to learn new modes or operating techniques through less 
 formal learning opportunities during the Saturday open house. 

 Trustee, QSL Manager, Station Activity Manager 

 Rob Cichon, K1RCT is the club W1NRG licensee trustee and oversees all club equipment as 
 Station Activities Manager. During contesting Rob ensures equipment is set up correctly. 

 As our club QSL manager, Bob Kaczor, KE1AU maintains a database for all QSLs.  Bob also 
 updates LoTW with our club on-air logs. 

 Yearly Events, Miscellaneous and Other 

 Membership dues are paid annually (January 1) to the Treasurer in cash, check or via PayPal, 
 Venmo, or credit card using the link on our website. Any member 18 and under will be given free 
 dues.  Any member unpaid on April 1st will be removed from the Master Member List. 

 The Nutmeg Hamfest and ARRL Connecticut State Convention is closely aligned to MARC.  The 
 Nutfest is held each October and has a very good following of vendors and attendees. Members 
 of MARC are encouraged to attend and volunteer at the event and to assist in making the event a 
 success. 
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 The MARC Christmas Party is held each December for members and their signi�icant other. The 
 Elmer of the Year and Ham of the Year awards are presented and the year’s new of�icers are 
 announced. 

 An annual scholarship is awarded by MARC/WARG to a local high school senior student from 
 Meriden or Wallingford.  Member’s children and grandchildren are eligible even if not in the 
 Wallingford or Meriden schools.  Details of the Frank Darmofalski Scholarship can be found on 
 the MARC website. 

 The annual MS walk in Cheshire is an event that MARC helps out with by providing 
 communication during the event.  MARC is always looking for volunteers to assist at this event 
 held each May. 

 The Fishbein 5k/10k Road Race in Wallingford is another event that MARC participates in. Each 
 September this race is held and MARC provides communication support for the event. MARC is 
 always looking for volunteers to help with this event. 

 KeyKlix is a monthly news bulletin that includes event recaps, short stories, member interviews, 
 tips, trivia, etc. Shawn – KC1NQE is the primary head of the KeyKlix committee, all members 
 should receive this via email from the Outreach Committee monthly and it will be available on the 
 club website. 
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 Club Who’s Who - 2025 MARC Officers & Leadership 

	President	–	Raymond	Cirmo,	KC1QLS	  President@W1NRG.com 
 Ray was �irst licensed in 2022 and now holds the Amateur Extra class license.  He 
 especially enjoys radio ballooning, POTA, and learning more about satellites, 
 electronics and the science behind the hobby. 
	“I	enjoy	the	camaraderie	and	the	fun	getting	together	with	active	club	members.	
	Equally	as	important	to	me	is	the	sharing	of	hobby	knowledge	and	experiences	with	
	fellow	members.”	

	Vice	President	–	Dave	Tipping,	NZ1J	  VicePresident@W1NRG.com 
 Dave was �irst licensed in 1986 and now holds the Amateur Extra class license. 
	“POTA	is	my	favorite	activity.	One	saying	about	POTA	is,	‘Field	Day	every	day.’	I’m	also	
	involved	in	a	lot	of	Fox	Hunts	and,	recently,	working	satellites.	I	really	love	group	
	activities.	More	and	more	club	members	are	getting	interested	in	POTA,	and	a	group	
	will	meet	to	activate	a	park	pretty	often.	We	also	meet	for	Fox	Hunts		and	to	work	
	satellites.	We’re	lucky	to	have	Wharton	Brook	right	in	Wallingford.”	

	Treasurer	–	Rick	Becker,	KC1OYN	  Treasurer@W1NRG.com 
 Rick was �irst licensed as a Novice in 1980, then licensed anew in March 2021. He 
 attained General status two months later. 
	“I	enjoy	ham	radio	because	it	offers	a	unique	means	of	communication	and	a	deep	
	dive	into	electronics,”	Rick	says.	“The	community	aspect	is	also	signi�icant,	as	it	
	connects	me	with	like-minded	individuals.	Additionally,	it	is	a	valuable	tool	for	
	emergency	preparedness.	The	sense	of	achievement,	along	with	continuous	learning,	

	is	invaluable,	fun,	and	educational.”	

	Secretary	–	James	Suprenant,	AB1DQ	  Secretary@W1NRG.com 
 James was �irst licensed as a Technician in 2002 as KB1IAR and now holds the 
 Amateur Extra class license. 
	“I	love	melting	solder,	building	kits,	scratch-building,	and	repairing	radios	and	other	
	gear.	When	on	the	air,	I	enjoy	hunting	and	activating	POTA;	my	preferred	operating	
	mode	is	CW,	although	I’ve	never	mastered	head-copy.	I	love	the	camaraderie	at	
	MARC,	it	feels	like	family,	and	Saturday	mornings	at	the	OEM		are	the	best.”	

	Station	Activities	Manager	–	Rob	Cichon,	K1RCT	  SAM@W1NRG.com 
 Rob got his �irst license (General) in 2012 and is now license class Extra. Rob says 
 his maternal grandfather fostered his love of the outdoors and radio. 
	“The	glow	of	the	tubes	and	wondering	how	the	heck	Grandpa	talked	to	his	buddies	on	
	that	thing	got	me	hooked,”	Rob	says.	“I	made	electronics	my	hobby,	then	profession.	
	Now	it’s	back	as	my	vocation	in	this	club.	I	found	a	place	where	I	can	give	back	as	
	much	as	the	hobby	has	given	me.”	

 Welcome Guide, Rev. 5 - 1/2025 	pg.	 8 

mailto:President@W1NRG.com
mailto:VicePresident@W1NRG.com
mailto:Treasurer@W1NRG.com
mailto:Secretary@W1NRG.com
mailto:SAM@W1NRG.com


 Club Committee Chairs 
 ● 	Technical	Committee	  Rob Cichon, K1RCT 
 ● 	Community	Outreach	&	

	Communications	  Kristin Olsson, KC1ISI 
 ● 	Program	&	Entertainment	 	Vacant	
 ● 	Repeater	  Mike Ash, K1LHO 
 ● 	Scholarship	  Jim Savage, N1ZN 
 ● 	WARG	  Eric Olsson, KB1JL 

 Ad Hoc Committees Chairs 
 ● 	Audit	  Mike Ash, K1LHO 
 ● 	Contest	Coordination	  Mike Ash, K1LHO 
 ● 	Fund	Raising	  Stan Hiriak, WB1GFI 

 Other Club Leaders: 
 ● 	Club	Librarian	  Mike Berube, KC1MJZ 
 ● 	QSL/LOTW		Manager	  Bob Kaczor,  KE1AU 
 ● 	KeyKlix	Editor:	  Shawn Warren, KC1NQE 
 ● 	VE	Coordinator	  Jim Savage, N1ZN 
 ● 	Webmaster	  Storm Murrell, KC3UKG 
 ● 	Castle	Craig	10-10	  Al Kaiser,  N1API 

 Call Sign Trustees 
 ● 	W1NRG	  Rob Chihon, K1RCT 
 ● 	W1FD	  John A Bartscherer, N1GNV 
 ● 	W1WRG	  John Yusza, K1LYP 

 Educational Initiatives 
 ● 	CW	Training	  Bob Biancur, WB1GYZ 
 ● 	Licensing	Classes	  James Surprenant, AB1DQ 

 Hope Hill OEM Emergency Mgmt 
 ● 	Director	  Fire Chief James Buck 
 ● 	Deputy	Director	  Leonard H. Guercia Jr. 
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	What	the	Heck	is…		…		(Glossary	of	terms)	

	10-10	(Ten	Ten	International):	 An organization dedicated  to encouraging use of the 10 meter 
 band. 	Castle	Craig	 i  s the local chapter of 10-10.  https://www.1010castlecraig.org/ 

	13	Colonies:	  An on-air special event activity in  July each year enjoyed by many members. 

	Bug	 :  A semi-automatic device for sending Morse code  as compared to a traditional straight key. 

	Activities	Table:	 Shows each week at a glance for  most of the clubs’ scheduled activities. Current 
 activities table can be found at the end of this guide. 

	ARES:	 The 	A	 mateur 	R	 adio 	E	 mergency 	S	 ervice consists  of Amateur Radio licensees who have 
 voluntarily registered their quali�ications and equipment for communications duty in the public 
 service when disaster strikes. 

	ARRL	(		A	Double	R	L):	 The 	A	 merican 	R	 adio 	R	 elay 	L	 eague.  In conversation it may sound like 
 “ARL” 

	Candy	Store:	 A euphemism for the Gold Medal Ideas  website where you can purchase jackets, 
 hats, shirts and more with the club logo. 

	Castle	Craig:		see		10	10		above.	

	CERT:	CERT:	Community	Emergency	Response	Team.	 See 	EMCOMM/AuxCom	 below for 
 details. 

	Discord:	 An instant messaging and VoIP social platform  which allows communication through 
 voice calls, video calls, text messaging, and media and �iles. 

	Echolink:	  Software allows licensed Amateur Radio  stations to communicate with one another 
 over the internet, using streaming-audio technology. It is enabled on our repeater. 

	Egg	Beater		:	 A particular type of antenna used for  working satellites, so named because it looks 
 like a kitchen egg beater. 

	Elmer,	Elmer’s	Shack,	Elmer	Net	 “Elmer” is the ham  radio term for a mentor who  personally 
 guides and tutors a new ham, both before and after earning a license. In MARC we have an open 
 Zoom meeting (net) on Sunday evenings which we call Elmers’s Shack.  Everyone licensed or not 
 is invited to bring their ham radio questions to the shack to get answers. 

	EOC:	 A misnomer for the �irehouse, 	O	 f�ice of 	E	 mergency 	M	 anagement on Hope Hill Rd. where we 
 meet and properly call the 	OEM		.	 	Do	not	say	EOC,		please.	

	Field	Day,	Winter	Field	Day,	13	Colonies,	Sweeps	 and 	Sweepstakes:	  Names of several on the 
 air activities that many club members enjoy. 

	FT8:	  A digital mode of communication that requires  the use of a computer, a specialized 
 software program, and a radio. 

	Fox	hunt		:	  A radio hobby activity where participants search for a hidden transmitter using 
 various radio direction �inding ( 	DF	 ) methods. Usually  on but not limited to the 2 meter band. 

	Forum:	 Part of the W1NRG.COM website where registered club members can share/exchange 
 information and content with other members. 
 https://w1nrg.com/library/members-area/marcforum/ 
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	Fox:	 Either (1) The hidden transmitter used in a Fox Hunt, or (2) one who hides the transmitter.. 

	Fusion:	 Yaesu’s proprietary digital voice mode that is available on the W1NRG/R repeater. If you 
 don’t have a Fusion capable receiver, then con�igure the 162.2 PL on both TX & RX to avoid 
 hearing bursts of noise caused by digital transmissions. 

	Groups.io	 A email message board & email server popular  with organizations and clubs such as 
 the Meriden Amateur Radio Club. 

	In	and	Out:	 An expression used when someone checks  into an on-air net and is recognized in 
 the log of the net, but doesn’t want to wait for a turn to contribute to the actual net.  (ie I’m here 
 and good bye) 

	IOTA		:	 An acronym for 	I	 slands 	O	 n 	T	 he 	A	 ir, A structured  on-air amateur radio program in which 
 operators activate land masses surrounded by bodies of water. 

	KeyKlix:	  The name of the of�icial MARC/WARG monthly newsletter. 

	Kerchunk:	  The practice of keying up a repeater without  properly identifying your station. 
 Usually done by poor operators just to see if they can reach the repeater.  Please do not 
 kerchunk the W1NRG/R repeater.  Be courteous and state your call sign if you are testing to see if 
 you can hit the machine. 

	Lid:	 Slang for a sloppy or unskilled amateur operator. 	Ex:	“Some	lid	keeps	kerchunking	the	
	repeater!”	

	LoTW:		Logbook	of	the	World	 An ARRL web based service  for verifying DX contacts without 
 needing to rely on the exchange of paper QSL awards.  Used to con�irm quali�ication for various 
 ARRL awards such as Worked All States or DX Century Club. 

	MARC		:	 Acronym for the 	M	 eriden 	A	 mateur 	R	 adio 	C	 lub,  Incorporated.. 

	MARCONI:	  Acronym for 	Motivating	Amateur	Radio	Clubs	to	Open	New	Initiatives	 ,  , a MARC 
 program funded by a grant from the ARRL and the Amateur Radio Digital Communications with 
 the stated purpose of tutoring and/or reinvigorating struggling radio clubs that suffer from low 
 activity or member disinterest. 

	Net	 An on-air activity where stations sharing an interest  in a particular topic meet at a speci�ied 
 time on a speci�ic frequency to discuss the topic of interest.  A 	Directed	 or 	Controlled		net	 has 
 one designated 	Net	Control	Station	 that coordinates  and keeps order during the net. 
 In MARC we sometimes use ‘Net’ to refer to ‘Zoom’ meetings. 

	Nutmeg	Hamfest	Alliance:	 The name of the corporation that conducts the 	Nutmeg	Hamfest	 and 
 the ARRL Connecticut State Convention each October. 

	OEM:	 T  he 	O	 f�ice of 	E	 mergency 	M	 anagement and the correct  name of the �irehouse on Hope Hill 
 Rd where we meet.  (See 	EOC	 above for further clari�ication.) 

	-OTA	:	  An acronym suf�ix used to identify various popular on-air activities such as 	POTA	 (Parks 
 on the Air), 	SOTA	 (Summits on the Air), 	JOTA	 (Jamboree on the Air), etc. 

	POTA		,		Parks	On	The	Air:	  A phenomenally popular 	-OTA	 activity in which some hams “activate” 
 recognized state or national parks worldwide and other hams “hunt” the park by successfully 
 completing a QSO with the activating station.   Very popular at MARC, both hunters and activators 
 can earn several awards for recognized achievements in the program. 
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	QRZ:	  Typically refers to 	qrz.com	 ( 	pronounced	Cue-	Arrrr-Zed)	 the leading amateur radio website 
 listing almost every callsign in the world.  QRZ.com offers many useful features including news, 
 articles, an online �lea market, product reviews, personal ham pro�ile pages, a logbook, and 
 awards.  Sometimes it refers to the Q code for “Who is calling me?” 

	RACES	 : Acronym for 	R	 adio 	A	 mateur 	C	 ivil 	E	 mergency 	S	 ervice.  FCC licensed amateur radio 
 operators may choose to enroll in RACES in order to provide emergency communications 
 supporting the state, county and local emergency management agencies. The operator registers 
 their amateur radio license and their station with the appropriate emergency management 
 of�icial and may receive credentials according to the emergency management agency's policies. 

	SAM		:	 Acronym for 	Station	Activity	Manager	 sometimes  simply stated as 	Station	Manage		r	or	
 colloquially as “ 	Rob	 .” 

	Scholarship:	 The Frank Darmofalski (W1FD) Memorial  Scholarship of $1000 is awarded each 
 year to a local school graduating student. Club members' children or grandchildren are eligible 
 even if not in a local school. 

	Simplex:	 Operating point to point on the same frequency  without using a repeater. 

	SOTA		:	  Acronym for 	Summits	OnThe	Air:	 Much like 	POTA	 but the activator operates from a listed 
 hill or mountaintop (summit). 

	Sweeps		or		Sweepstakes	 :  An ARRL on-air contest held  on two weekends each November - one 
 weekend for CW and the other for Phone (SSB). 

	The	Re�lector	 :  The defunct email list server that  ‘re�lected’ (more or less) incoming email to the 
 club members personal email accounts. 

	The	League:	  Abbreviated nickname for the 	American		Radio	Relay	League		(see	above)		.	

	US	Islands	 is an annual on the air event similar to 	IOTA	 . 

	VE	 : A licensed amateur radio operator who is certi�ied  as a 	V	 olunteer 	E	 xaminer to give license 
 exams. 	Ex:	“Jim	Savage	is	a	VE,	he	likes	to	give		amateur	radio	exams.”	

	WARG		:	 The 	W	 allingford 	A	 mateur 	R	 adio 	G	 roup is MARC’s  doing business as (d/b/a) name as 
 registered with the town of Wallingford for doing business in Wallingford. 

	Winter	Field	Day		:	 A  communications exercise held  the last full weekend in January, similar to 
	Field	Day	 ,  except it is not an ARRL event and generally has colder temperatures. 

	______________________________	

	Abbreviations	found	in	ARRL	Publications	  https://www.arrl.org/�iles/�ile/Abbrev_AWE.pdf 

	Meriden	Amateur	Radio	Club	History	  https://w1nrg.com/about/ 

	Constitution	and	By-Laws	  https://w1nrg.com/about/constitution/ 
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